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SPRING…..what a wonderful word!   As I write this article  
in mid-March, it is still quite cold, but not snowing! 
 
I am sure we are all ready for spring! 
 
Spring is a time of renewal, a time of new things…flowers blooming, trees blossoming, 
grass growing, rain…hopefully not snow….and most importantly for Christians – EASTER! 
 
This year Easter is on April 1st!  Some would say, “April Fool’s Day!”  I say, what a wonderful 
way to begin the month most associated with Spring! 
 
Easter is so much like Spring in a very important way.  Before we get to spring we first have 
to go through Winter.  Winter tends to be cold, snowy & gray in Southeast Michigan. 
 
To get to Easter we have to go through Lent.  Lent is a season of reflection…time for 
Christians to think of what Christ gave for us. 
 
Before Easter we had Holy Week.  We began Holy Week with Palm/Passion Sunday.  That 
day alone has a great transition: It begins festively, with a parade, and then turns into a 
service of Reflection. 
 
Then we had Maundy Thursday and Good Friday.  Both are days that help us understand 
what it is God did for us through His Son. 
 
Finally, we have EASTER!   A time to rejoice! in the resurrection of our Lord. 
 
I am excited for Easter!   We must remember that Easter is much more than one day…it is 
an entire season – 7 Sundays!   We have 7 weeks to celebrate the resurrection of our Lord.  
WOW!  What a great time for Christians!   
 

 

Pastor’s Article 
Rev. William J. Matlack 
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Easter Sunday 
He Is Risen! 

 

 
 

Easter Breakfast  
@ 8:30 AM 

 

 

 
 

Easter Egg Hunt 
@ 9:00 AM 

 

 
 

 
 

Worship Service  
@ 10:00 AM 

   

NEW ADULT STUDY BEGINS 
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 4, 10 AM  

The bestselling author 
of Misquoting Jesus, one of 
the most renowned and 
controversial Bible scholars in 
the world today examines 
oral tradition and its role in 
shaping the stories about  

Jesus we encounter in the New Testament—and 
ultimately in our understanding of Christianity. 
 
Throughout much of human history, our most 
important stories were passed down orally—
including the stories about Jesus before they 
became written down in the Gospels. In this 
fascinating and deeply researched work, leading 
Bible scholar Bart D. Ehrman investigates the role 
oral history has played in the New Testament—how 
the telling of these stories not only spread Jesus’ 
message but helped shape it. 

A master explainer of Christian history, texts, and 
traditions, Ehrman draws on a range of disciplines, 
including psychology and anthropology, to examine 
the role of memory in the creation of the Gospels. 
Explaining how oral tradition evolves based on the 
latest scientific research, he demonstrates how the 
act of telling and retelling impacts the story, the 
storyteller, and the listener—crucial insights that 
challenge our typical historical understanding of the 
silent period between when Jesus lived and died 
and when his stories began to be written down. 

As he did in his previous books on religious 
scholarship, debates on New Testament authorship, 
and the existence of Jesus of Nazareth, Ehrman 
combines his deep knowledge and meticulous 
scholarship in a compelling and eye-opening 
narrative that will change the way we read and 
think about these sacred texts. 
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@ 10 AM 
 

 

 
 
 
 

òStepping Into Springó 
Fashion Show 

 
Thursday, April 19, 2018 

 
5:30 pm 

 
Bay Pointe Golf Club 
4001 Haggerty Road 

 West Bloomfield  
 
 

Sponsored by 
Holy Spirit WELCA 

 
 
 

 

 
Dinner with Friends 

 
Friday, April 13 

at 6:30 PM 
 

 
 

2435 Benstein Road 
Commerce Township 

 
Please see the  

bulletin board to sign up. 
 

 

 
Book Club 

Thursday, April 26 
at 7:00 PM 

 

 
 

 
Prayer Shawl Ministry 

 
Every Tuesday at 10 AM 

 

 
 

to knit/crochet or do 
handwork together. 

 
Please join us and bring 

a project to work on 
or we can supply you with yarn 

to make a prayer shawl. 
 

We continue the fellowship by 
going out to lunch afterwards. 

 

 
Adult Basic Yoga Class 

 

 
 

Yoga Flow consists of simple 
basic poses with on-hand 
modifications available. The 
class is geared toward 
developing a yoga practice 
that does not intimidate. 
Please bring a yoga mat for 
floor poses. The fee per class is 
$4.00 and Tina Green is the 
instructor. 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Men’s Group  

meets Tuesday, 
April 3 at 6:30 pm 

 
for food & fellowship at  

 
 

The Lodge Grill & Bar 
2812 Orchard Lake Rd 

 Keego Harbor 
 

All men of Holy Spirit are 
invited to attend. 
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HOLY SPIRIT: A PRAYING COMMUNITY 

As you pray throughout your days please include...   

 
 

The body of Christ spans every nation and all people, without partiality. Ask God to make us bold 
witnesses of our faith and the good news of Jesus Christ – close to home and throughout the world. 
 
Continue to pray for victims of gun violence and their families; for communities, students and those 
terrorized by all too familiar acts of violence across our nation, and pray for those who commit acts of 
violence and those who are unmoved by these tragedies. Ask God’s forgiveness for our failings and the 
ways in which we have – knowingly or unintentionally – cultivated or supported a culture of violence, 
hatred, anger and fear. Pray God will guide and embolden us to do what is necessary to turn the tide of 
violence and build a counter-culture where people can experience God’s intended peace and life 
abundant. 
 
Remember in prayer, especially during Arab American Heritage Month, the diverse gifts and challenges 
of our Arab and Middle Eastern brothers, sisters and congregations, and their unique stories and 
heritages that are part of a larger story that makes up the ELCA and reminds us of the rich history and 
tradition of Christ’s church in the world. 
 
Thank God for the blessings and joys of living in community, and pray for grace, patience and mutual 
understanding when we encounter conflicts that challenge our unity. 
 
Pray we are influenced by the Spirit to share with joy and a sense of mutual concern and responsibility 
our assets, possessions and financial resources with those of our faith community and our neighbors in 
need, that all may have what they need and thrive. 
 
We ask God to open our minds to Scripture and God’s promises and ways, that our light will shine 
brightly in the world – in what we say, do and wrestle with together – as wise yet humble witnesses to 
the life-giving good news of Jesus Christ. 
 
Praise God for leading us to be faithful, fearless followers and bearers of the good news in the world 
and for comforting and restoring us when we stumble, grow weary or feel fragile. 
 
Pray we live in Christ as Christ lives in us, that our words, actions and endeavors bear abundant fruit 
wherever people are most in need of good news, hope and healing in our relationships, congregations, 
communities and world. 
 
For the lengthening days of spring and the welcome, uplifting gift of light in our lives, we give thanks 
and praise to God. 
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THANK YOU TO OUR APRIL WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 
 

4/1 4/8 4/15 4/22 4/29 

Lector & Greeter 
Stan Samuelsen 

 

Lector & Greeter 
Becky Pranis 

Lector & Greeter 
Carole Salowich 

Lector & Greeter 
Ruth Dziuba 

Lector & Greeter 
Kathy Chiaravalli 

Ushers 
Dan Bergman 

George Kuljurgis 

Andy Meyer 

Bob Frick 

Ushers 
Dennis Kunkel 

Doug Opthoff 

Bill Thayer 

Tom Sweda 

Bob Burns 
 

Ushers 
Jarrod Dexel 

Jeff Parko 

Stan Samuelsen 

Lukas Mattern 

Ushers 
Janet Martin 

Mary Martin 

Hilda Sawicki 

Jeanne Myers 
 

Ushers 
Dan Bergman 

George Kuljurgis 

Andy Meyer 

Bob Frick 

Counters 
Dan Bergman 

Marian Rowland 

Counters 
Stan Samuelsen 
Ken Casagrande 

 

Counters 
George & Chris 

Kuljurgis, 
Jeanne Myers or 

Sandy Thayer 

 

Counters 
Nancy Green 
Barb Kunkel 

Counters 
Janet Martin 
Mary Martin 

Altar Guild 
Donna Opthoff & Marian Rowland 

 
Birthdays 
Nick Ceccardi   April 5 
Matt Prus    April 12 
Crista Buckler  April 16 
Nikki Clark   April 16 
Cara Kunkel   April 16 
Melanie Bergman   April 19 
Linda Iverson   April 24 
Jeanne Myers   April 25 
Chris Elliott   April 28 
Doug Opthoff   April 28 
 
Anniversaries 
Stan & Jean Samuelsen  April 6 
Dale & Roxane Mellema  April 9 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1  2  3  4  5  6  7 

Easter Breakfast 

Choir Rehearsal 

Easter Egg Hunt 

Worship  
 
 

NA Meeting 
7 PM 

 
 

 
Zumba 6:30 PM  

 

 
Yoga  9 AM 

 

Prayer Shawls  

10 AM 
 

Men’s Group 

6:30 PM 

 

 
Bells Rehearsal 

7 PM 
 

NA  Meeting  
7 PM 

 

 
  
 
 

 
 

Zumba 6:30 PM  
 

 
 

AA Meeting  
7 PM 

 

 
 

Zumba 9:30 AM 
 
 
 
 

 8  9  10  11  12  13  14 

 

Choir Rehearsal 

Worship  

Sunday School 
 
 

NA Meeting 
7 PM 

 

 
 

Zumba 6:30 PM  
 

 
Yoga  9 AM 

 

Prayer Shawls  

10 AM 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Bells Rehearsal 

7 PM 
 

NA  Meeting  
7 PM 

 

 
  
 
 

 
 

Zumba 6:30 PM  

 
Dinner with 

Friends 
6:30 PM 

 
AA Meeting  

7 PM  

 
 

Zumba 9:30 AM 
 

 
15Transfiguratio
n 

 16  17  18  19  20  21 

 

Choir Rehearsal 

Worship  

Sunday School 
 
 

NA Meeting 
7 PM 

 

 
NA 7 pm 

 

 
 

Zumba 6:30 PM  
 

Finance  

Meeting 7 PM 

 

 

Yoga  9 AM 
 

Prayer Shawls  

10 AM 
 

Council  

Meeting 7 PM 

 

 
Bells Rehearsal 

7 PM 
 

NA  Meeting  
7 PM 

 

 
  

WELCA  
FASHION SHOW 

 
Zumba 6:30 PM  

 
 

AA Meeting  
7 PM  

 
 

Zumba 9:30 AM 
 

 22    23 24  25  26  27  28 

 

Choir Rehearsal 

Worship  

Sunday School 
 
 

NA Meeting 
7 PM 

 

 
NA 7 pm 

 

 
 

Zumba 6:30 PM  
 
  

 
  
 

 

Yoga  9 AM 
 

Prayer Shawls  

10 AM 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Bells Rehearsal 
7 PM 

 

NA  Meeting  
7 PM 

 

 
 

Zumba 6:30 PM 
 
 

Book Club 7 PM 
 
 

 
 

AA Meeting  
7 PM  

 
 

No Zumba 
 
 

 29  30  1  2  3  4  5 
 

Choir Rehearsal 

Worship  

Sunday School 
 
 

NA Meeting 
7 PM 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

Zumba 6:30 PM  
 

 

Yoga  9 AM 
 

Prayer Shawls  

10 AM 
 

 

 
 

Bells Rehearsal 
7 PM 

 

NA  Meeting  
7 PM 

 

 

 
Zumba 6:30 PM 

 
 
 

 
AA Meeting  

7 PM  

 
Zumba 9:30 AM 
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CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL 
 

Norm Werner 
Council President 

Evangelism, Church and Society 
 

Dr. Emmanuel Oshiyoye 
Council Vice President 
Health and Wellness 

 
Liesa Helfer 

Council Secretary 
 

Cindy Ward 
Worship and Music 

 
Stan Samuelsen 

Christian Education 
 

Cara Kunkel 
Finance & Stewardship 

 
Lukas Mattern 

Property 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HOST A COFFEE HOUR AND  
CONTINUE THE FELLOWSHIP  

 
 

 
 

Everyone seems to enjoy coffee hour after 
church as a way to continue our fellowship 
so consider signing up to host one!  It 
doesn’t have to be fancy.  Napkins, plates 
and coffee are provided by Congregational 
Life. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

BULLETIN ANNOUNCEMENTS & 
NEWSLETTER INFORMATION  

 
× Please submit weekly bulletin announcements 

and information to Cheryl by calling or 
emailing the church office. 

 
× Deadline to be included in the upcoming 

Sunday bulletin is by 10 AM Wednesday.   
  
× Spirit Newsletter information is due by the 

15th of the month.   
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
PLEASE LET THE  

CHURCH OFFICE KNOW IF … 
 
ü A member of your family is admitted 

to the hospital, so that visits can be 
made.  

 
ü Your home phone number, address 

or email has changed so that our 
records can be updated.  

 
ü You’re planning to move, either out-

of-town or locally.  
 
ü A new baby arrives in your family.  

 
ü A new family moves into your 

neighborhood.  
 
ü You feel that Holy Spirit Lutheran 

Church can assist you in any way.  
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Visitors Welcome 
We warmly invite you to join us for 

worship, study, and activities. 
 

Worship Schedule 
10:00 AM. Sunday Worship 

 
Christian Education 

10:45 AM Sunday School  
 

Location 
NW corner of Orchard Lake and Green 
Road (across from West Bloomfield HS) 

 

Connect With Us 
spiritdrivenchurch.com 

 facebook.com/spiritdrivenchurch 
 

Contact Us 
248-682-5441 

office@spiritdrivenchurch.com 
 

 
 

Our Mission: We are CALLED by Christ in 
Baptism, GATHERED into community and 
SENT out to share God’s grace. 

 
 
 

A Monthly Publication of 

Holy Spirit Lutheran Church 
4800 Orchard Lake Road 

West Bloomfield, MI  48323 
 

 
 

Pastor William J. Matlack 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


